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Characters
RONALD
BELYSSE
DEMETRIUS
LUCINDA, his wife
SIRWITH*

Two Dancers

The play is in nine scenes.

¥pronounced "Seer - ith"



Scene I

@

{Bcene: a cobbled street iﬁ ”r@nt of two housess
gtag@a%lgl%, the front facade of ELY3ISE's corner house,
facing out, bmﬁ slanted slightly tgwmrd up=center.

& dark brown ﬂ@@f is set in the %rOUﬁJfLO@? level of

this facade; on the second floor, & set of closed, curtained
Prench windows open onto a balcony with an iron-work
ralling.

Stage=left, the front facade of LUCINDA's and DEM-
ETRIUSY corner m@d%@, syumetrical in position with
the facade on the other sidde of the stage. In the
ground floor of this facade are set, in an arch the sume
shape as the French windows of BLYS3E's house, two
large doors; the second floor has two very small,
dark, sguare windows.

Going back from the onstage edge of rach facade
toward a common vanishing point {imagined as somewhere
beyond up=center) is a row of facaces of other houses,
The farther upstage the facade of a particular house, the
more sketchy the outline of its doors and windows.

Between these two rows of facedes (i.e. perpen=
dicular to the street which runs across the stag@? mans
another cobbled street ending abruptly up-center in a
red brick wall which seems o seal it off.

The various facades should give an impression
of stucco. The architecture - and the characters’
costumes = are simplified, vague, halfhearted approx-
imstions of some eighteenth century style or other.

A% rlseg RONALD is pacing n@rvouslj before ELYSEE's
house, casting frequent anxious glances at the balcony,
He appears o be several times on the verge of C&Llid@
up, but each time is embarrassed by the asmused smile of
DEMETRIUS,who, leaning in a relaxed way against the

corner of his own house, is vainly trying to conceal
his amusement. Finally, DEMETRIUS attempts to relieve
the situation:)

DEMETRIUS
Would it be any easier if I took myself off?
RONALD

Oh, now please, Demetrius, I don't want you to think that!

DEMETIUS

I mean, if it would be any easier.c.

RONALD
Not in the least, Demetiue; please don't think so, Didn't I

ask vou to come?
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DEMETRIUS

Well, yes, you did.

RONALD
Yes, I did. I presented myself at your home and I gaid,
"Demetrius, you are a courtly man and what I need is a courtly

man, " and would you please come? And you said, yes, you would,
DEMETRIUS

I did say so. But what's this about being such a courtly man,

though? It's true, I work at the palace =

RONALD

A Trunpeter of the Guard!

DEMETRIUS

s

Yes, but you know, really, analyzing it, what is there in that?

x
i
i

I really ever do is make a noise when something's gone wrong.

RONALD

You are the only really courtly pe: 1 I ever knew,

DEMETRIUS
Ah, but =

RONALD
No, you are. And while it's not very modesgt you to force nme
to examples, there certainly is no want of them, Right away one
thinke of your lady, your great evenings with champagne and
violins, those celebrated costume balle., But I know what you
could say about all that, and it's true., But I wonder how you
would get out of the praise due your kindness to the old one, the
player in this alley, the way every time he flings his instrument

down, you run after and get it for him.



DEMETRIUS
It's not nis fault if he's too mad to know he'll be needing
it again., If that's your idea of courtly...
RONALD
It certainly is! Idea and ideal. Pattern. And if things hadn't
gone so much agsinst my family -
DEMETRIUS
I gtill can't get it through my head what you want me for.
RONALD
To have a really close loock at what I'm doing, and then advige
me, as I'm sure vou'll know how to do.

DEMETRIUS

o

Well, but Ronald, my dear good man, when you have got me here, yo

don®t geem to Punction at all. There,
(gesture towards ELYSSE's balcony)
you tell me, stands the woman you love, and here you stvand, and

what's happening?

&

RONALD
Now that raises a point. You'll agree courtship ought to make
a man feel one if anything should; but you know what in actual
fact I do feel like? Circus animals.

DEMETRIUS
Why that?

RONALD
Performing for you here.

DMETRIUS

k3 4

You askesd me to comeses

w



So I'll just have to get used to it, won't I?
(a sudden thougnt)
I haven't veen offending wvou?
DEMETRIUS
Ho.
RONALD
No, that's good, because I certainly am going to need your help;
to be told why it is I can't seem to hit the good nature in
Blysse, I must not be expressing myself so well,
DEMETRIUS
IThat only?
RONAID
S0 if you could notice what I say, then suggest what I could say =.
DEMETRIUS
Yes, Ronald, but the thing isg =
RONALD
= out of the depths of your courtliness.
£ Yo opms 4 9 e
{abruptly)
Your wife isn't going to come careening in here, is she?
DEMETRIUS
Oh, she won't be back in a hurry. We've having a little taing
about the furniture just now, a little arrangement thing, and
she's gone to the shops... Anyhow, never mind her. Let's near

you say your piece, and 1'1ll be watching the window for an opeuning.

RONALD
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DEMETRIUS

What were you thinking to do first?

RONALD

Not s0 wmuch a guestion of "first"...

DEMETRIUS

Just begin.

RONALD

(whirling elaborately toward the balcony)
"Begin!" comes the cry from the heart, and joining in the heart's
ery, the impulse from each sense and member ig, "Begini{" To such
clamor of the being, what should I make reply, where seek relief,
how not begin? And yet, where begin? Suypose I ask, "Are you
there, dear heart?" Useless! There or no, nothing like a
reply's coming. Shut window and empty loggia - and to what
end? No end. Not liked,not loved , not = I am even ready to
believe = not even understood. Therefore does my wit inquire of

<

my hearts Friend, what do we here? And the poor wit should, like

his master, cry answerless, but that passion answers herself.
DEMETRIUS
What's supposed to be the upshot of all that?

RONALD
That's right, Demetrius, say it, come right out and say it,
you'll be doing me g favor. If I'm not being courtly enough =
DEMETRIUS

My god,it's courtly enough, but where doeg it get you?

Ah, even to that burthen have I just this while =



DEMETRIUS
Yes, I know, 1 know, I was there; but I mean, where is 1t
supposed to get you?
(RONALD looks puzzied.)

What are you after?

RONALD

Love from my lady!

8T

Oh, Ronald, you have such a general mind! Love from my ladyl"

Yes, 8ll right, love from your lady; but iu particular?

=]

(RONALD indicates complete failure %o comprehend
what DEMETRIUS is talking sbout.)

What are you in hopes to get hers you don't think you could get

alsewhere - a thoroughfare, Leone's palace, the slopes of Green

Mountain? What brings you to the window?

RONALD
You mean, what will I ask for?

DEMETRIUS
And why haven't you been asking for 1t? You express yourself right
and left, but not being answered shouldn't upset you. What

have you said that needs answering?

RONALD

Well, Ronald, as it was specifically to prop your courtliness

&

vou asked me hepre, I know you won't take it the wrong way, ny



saying that courtly is pointed.

RONALD
Thank you, Demetrius; I appreciate that advice, and here I go:
{whirls elaborately back to the window)
Beloved, consider with me that symbolical flower, the rose.
Of what excellence in life has this flower not at some time
given the image? Courage, youth, hope, vigor and jor; trinity,
conatancy and love - these meanings and more f1lit in among her

petals and stare out from the living heart. Now therefore,

when I come to ask a flower or her who ig all things, what flower

ﬁ'—x
,4.

should I ask but that which is of all things symbol.
of my heart: the rosel

{holde up his hands to receive the thrown-down
rose. Expectant pause. Nothing happens o)

DEMETRI
Before going on to a more elaborate explanation, are you sure

she's there?

RONALD
Oh, she's there. Don't ask me how I know, but I kunow., It's
an understanding between us, she's always Lo be there, Don't

ask me when that understanding was reached, but she's there.

Mayve she hasn'®t got a rose.

D

o

Ch, it's a perfect green-house up there. One night, 1 asked

for o rose, the way you've seen, and she sent down a potted
hydrangia. That gave wme something to think abou’.
DEMETRIUS
in & rose? I'd try asiting fey something else.




RONALD

Would that be the courtly thing to do¥

DEMETRIUS

Now if I aesem to be too muaeh e

I know: you have your reasonsg. Now ask for something else.

(RONALD approaches the window again.)

RONALD
The rose was the wrong boon. What's a rose to her whose every word
iz a rose of eloquence, every glance a rose of fire, every
Lreath rose-gcented. It is my shame to have suggested so poor
a Tavor. Roses away, roses from the mind, and down with roge
But toss me over the gay bit of silk you have always mbout you,
that scarf. A rose of your chamber has the adventage of your
presence, but clothing off your person hag done what my wishes
would do: lain trusted upon your members, shared Llife with you,
gone with you before the world. The scarf, then, becomes &
>ipher of my inmost wishes; and what happiness that you should give
me back any part of those deep desires., Heart of my heart:
the scarf!

{nolds wup his hands to receive the thrown-Jown
scarf, Bxpectant pause. Nothing happens.)

BMETRIUS
She doesn't seem all that receptive tonight.

ROHALD

Never. Nothing.



DEMETRIUS
Or maybe she's rummaging through a drawer.
RONALD
Have vou ever seen her that she wasn't wearing it7

DEMETRIUS

ROWAID
What else is there to notice?

DEMBETRIUS
Still, try something else.

RONALD

Vou wouldn't believe the fondness I have for that scarf.

ETRIUS
It'd be courtly to try for something elsse.

- y

RONA

E

5
@
Spm
L

<t

that word, objections vanish.
DEMETRIUS

As long as they vanish at something.
RONALD

Only, what am I going to ask for now?
DEMETRIUS

You mean you're out of things slready?
RONALD

More or less.

DEMETRIUS

Is this how you act every night = drop by for a rag or a flower
o o 3



then go off bewalli what & poor scornad lover you are?
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But always I want, not the thing, this or that, but the thing as

revealing a cast of mind...

Ah, well, 1f it's her mind you want, you'd bebiter direct the

conversation in the direction of & notes

*it? Way speak in shadows, when -

DEMETRTUS %W,velg him around, so
even pax et d =
the balcony.)

there are words to speak. Not that I call for the music of your

- & prophanation here in the sireets. DBut if words were

mind,

scratehed upon a scroll - O ard

sareful running of a lady's thought! - and that scroll set %o

Then lovers might converse as lovers ought,

indling thou

Where weighty words bear down the

Of this diaslogue - soul with soul = speak now the Tirst.

Heart

b of my heart: the notel

=
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This ig how it iz, every night. Words, ng,=nothings - maybe

apgva

1ittle mockery. I can't stand bel

DEMETRIUS

Maybe she's looking for ¢ pencil.

Ch, it's & perfect stationer’'s up there - shelves of pencils and
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DEMETRIUS
You want me o believe you've unsuccessful,when you've been

2y o &
to the bedroon?

RONALD

Haven't been there . . o

DEMETRIUS

e
=
o
w

descriptions?
RONALD
Pagsion, Demstriu

DEMETRIUS

RONALD
Paints the @scene. (ome, verdict: where have I Been going wrong?
Can you say, Demetrius, now you've seen?

DEMETRIUS
I've never heard & mistress talked gbout so well = or talked

to so badly.

RONALD
I know I'm not all that impressiv but can you be more precise,

any? I mean, what, is 1t my periods or diction? Something

o

about the timbres of my voice, maybe¥

DEMETRIUS
{doubtfully)
Not so much ang of those, as wanting in =
(idea)

Could I show you?

RONALD

Show me?

gy oz >



DEMETRIUS

wda

were me speaking.

RONALD

[ mean, have a turn at the window myself, speaking as if it

But it will be vous; that is, it'll be some other voice, and

she'll know: or if she doesn't know, she'll end by wanting you,

anting me;
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and she'll think -

DEMETRIUS

You know, you're going to be amazed how much further

point all thaet iz than vou think. This
of

Shall I?

3
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RONAL

¢

(a moment of hesitation;

Theyre can be no dishonor or

You go ahead.

(DEMETRIUS ambles over to the balcony.

is how I can

thens )

ineptitude in so courtly

from the

gerve you best,.

a spirit.

He

speaks the following confidentially and insinuatingly

up te ELYSSE, almost as if he had a previou

standing with here.

DEMETRIUS

3 undeprs=

When he begins to speak in this
tone, RONALD turns in surprise to see if he is not
addregsing somebody right next to him. )

The farmyard is running under the moon; if dark boughs snap, it is

ot

tigers snapping them; fish whiten thelr element, and flowers

are admitting the air. Flowers weakening, {lowers opening -

open thou, too: the rosel

{A small drs
window, landing n
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ring bag is thrown out of the

DEMETRIUS.

As he stoops to plck

it up, several red, half-size gardening tools (hoe,
shovel, rake) tied in a sheath, and also a
leatherbound Llittle book are

What's she giving we here?

thrown downs )

guaint,



(1eafs through the book)

a handbook on the nurture of roses, [ make 1t.

What does she mean by those?

(to DEMETRIUS)
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DEMETRIUS
But so @léarlyz wherewithall

RONATLD
Wasn't it a rose I wanted?

DEMETRIUS

Look, look! Do you honestly not see the way to

.
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been given you?

RUNALD

DEMETRIUS

And patience.

-

AN T




Only I imagined everything fast as whesls. 8 -
well, to what? to nothing - not substantial, not clear, not
anything. Not enoughe

DEMETRIUS
Ok, now there was a lover spea akings there I heard the tone but

unmistakably

value on & g0
A1 right, a
But do you s

Get me

Lover,

Look closer.

Tuxurisnt

off,

loaves

#

W

Though one would

od beginning.
RONALD
veginning. More.
DEMETRIUS
ee how I got you that?
ROWALD
we'll talk afterwards.

D PA‘@@:TRLU‘

{approaches the balc

thought, even lovers pu

b

ony again)

{in hie previous manner to the balcony )
serpents stuff thelr skin away; the muarrying dog
drops hair about the room; the wind of furious asutumn strips
Kature is slipping her garments down; slip thou
scarf!

down, too:

(A polt of cloth
B

is
As DEMETRIUS stoops to pi
pde pincushions, thimbl
thread - all a little wmg
hurtling down. RONALD pi

wn down from the balcony.

Pv o cascade @f needles,
sors, and spools of

u@n life = comes

S WD )

inly has an assortment of stuff up there, nasn't she?



RONALD
(examining the objects in his hands)
What were we asking for,again?
DEMETRIUS
That kerchief.
ROHALD
Ume o what's all this?
DEMETRIUS
My friend, my friend, think a minute!
RONAILD
What, another"beginning"?
DEMETRIUS
And is that nothing to you? No difference between being nowhere
and being somewhere near?
RONALD
(with anguish)
What does she want of me?
DEMETRIUS
What do you want your own self? Shall I try and get you a note?
RONALD

Well, wouldn't it be clearer?

{DEMRTRIUS crosses to the balcony and agalin plants

himsel? in a familiar, insinuvating attitude.)

-

You know, I wouldn't say you're acting all that courtly.
DEMETRIUS
There are different conventions.

(plants himself bensath the balcony and speaks
as before)
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How wait, just s minute, let me get the significe

RONAID

Well, you know, Demetrius, it'd be self-decel

DEMETRIUS

Right nere in the streets you're going to do

RONALD

She doesn't want me, mani

DEMETRIUS
g

it. Quits. Over

RONALD

DEMETRIUS

Nothing for me here! Nothing I can do.

RONALD

You're sure?

DEMETRIUS

o, Rona.

1de the

ad - or goas

word encouraging.

this?

2

Pini.



RONALD

Well, not in the courtly way.

=

I'm open
RONALD
In the other way.
DEMETRIUS
Beg pardon?
RONALD

In some other ways

DEMETRIUS

I could put you on to somebody.

T,moﬂ O‘?

LIRSS

Magter Sirwith. Mastear.

What, the animale-gtuffer?

DEMETRIUS
That line of works

RONALD

DEMETRIUS

know how to answer that... except

rimes like this. Like when I was

&
=
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having the

with Iacinda =

to say , 1 find him no end




ROHALD

ALL that courtliness and still {tvouble with Tueindal

have thought it?

DEMETRIUS

do you mean - wasn't I just telling you? what about right

oy

now? Of course, here it's trivisl - just a question of where

o

some furniture's going to stend. Butbt the situation that

@

engendered Sirwith . « o
RONALD
Wnat was the problem?

DEMETRIUS

Touw must know how things "get between" lovers < thinge of no import-

£y
kel
E-
o
4
iy

ance in themselves, but as an area they try th engths in.
With no particular consequence fortheoming, she can give all
11 go, and he, to gauging how
mach she'll take.

With Imcinda éﬂ@ me, our thing was animals - which dossn't
sound earth-shaking, but that's my point. You know me, I
really like animals, and that has to do with my father, I think,
who began life - did you know this about your courtly friend,
Ronald - that his father began 1ife s a butcher? A buicher.
But one afternoon he fell asleep in ais slaughterhouse and dreamt

21l the animals he'd ever felled were passing in review before

him, presenting

Y]

o oy " » oy T e
gome amends; 80 he closed

ghop and put his money into &

stud-Tarn. At the sane time, he set off on s courss
:

o by ot B [ PR . o e R e s I S IR S T e e o Ty S
as belng, I suppose, the other side of the coin. It was the

be
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that brought him in contact with Sirwith; 1

are

would be understati b to say, as if they

L4

ite your

way, 4o you know why rabblits have nore
RONALD
Because there are more rabbits?
DEMETRIUS
Wy = nad reared other

allve sx¢

too many of them. this between ug, to 20p ug =
2 Ao T - T S A v P
ut i%7 - "gauging" each other. And up

11, you know the number of

we'd pe out walking, a,hd

,7

a dog or right a derailed bheetle - and then it would start:
pick=-pick-pick, that women's impatien t heel picking the pavemend.
Oh, the associabions I had for that sound! Such hardness!
rehension! This was the woman I love, remember; but L

was getting so that thinking of her meant thinking pick-a-pick-pick,

and that was all it meant, everything else, every grace and virtus

driven out of mi T used to say, if you could have her heart

out of her flesh, that‘d be how you'd hear the bealing: pick,

o be dong.
The way lovers do, we had a game of messages.

wasn'®t

cinda was on her own,

N

Father, well, bolluxing & mstoh would be the last thing

[
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Love

ind, & flower, a flame, thi
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how's o woman who won't love any different or

present, a bud unopened,
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some of your own reasonin

for

i% away from your i
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Demetriug = though when it was his volce,
g little. You'rs like dogs, the both of

oY
¥

peach to drop off a bough. DBut there was

@

painted bough snd famished. You think abous

She looks
hold of ail

wh va@ baw
P J{’:;Qﬁ WUo e /7

LUCINDA

Blysse, what are you doing with all that?

SLYS3E
I'm just gathering it upe.
(LUCINDA still guizzical,
glaborate simplicity:)
I had o throw it down and now I'm gathering
LUCINDA
"

My dear, I appreciate it's not easy to

EILYSEE

-

I wasn't meaning to throw them aWay. « o

v

LUCLINDA

But as I was just about to say, it's a very

I mean, you have got to learn! Otherwise,

of your house to yourself. What with melon

and cracked cups = oh, they get in theres

an inte behind your own doors
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TYou 4o want to be

”
4

ik

Byt

Tacinda.

he means well.
Oh, what they think v You don't have to
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